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(DOVER, DE) Earlier today, the State Board of Education requested that the Wilmington 
Education Improvement Commission(WEIC) provide additional clarifications, make some 
alterations, and send back to the Board for further consideration by March.   
 
Calling the work “critically important” and suggesting that some of the proposals are “long 
overdue,” Board President Dr. Teri Quinn Gray commended members of the Commission, 
but indicated the need for additional information regarding the plan’s potential impact on 
student learning and achievement, funding and timelines.  
 
“We agree that this work is critical and that change is necessary, but we also believe that we 
must exercise our due diligence and ensure that the fruits of this labor are as actionable, 
impactful and meaningful as possible,” said Dr. Quinn Gray.  
  
“We sincerely hope that the WEIC will revisit their plan with respect to some of our 
continued questions and concerns regarding student learning and success metrics and 
additional supports and services for our educators.  The aspects of this plan must have a 
clear impact on student learning and provide opportunities for our educators to use 
additional supports and services to focus on instructional models that most appropriately 
meet the needs of their students.  We understand that this plan will take some time to 
implement, but it is critically important that our students receive additional supports and 
instructional programs throughout this transition, and we hope that our districts can work 
with WEIC to commit to those improvements so that our students do not have to wait for 
full implementation to see change. 
 
“In addition, we have expressed a need for clarification regarding the funding structure and 
its timeline as currently presented in the plan.  We hope that the Commission will delineate 
an equitable funding model that provides adequate flexibility and funding to our schools, 
enabling them to best serve our most at-risk population.”    
  
Related to the proposed redistricting, Dr. Quinn Gray noted that parent and community 
involvement with our schools is a critical component towards improving resources and 
programming for our children.  “We know that making changes to these boundaries would 
be a step toward bringing communities together that have expressed a feeling of disconnect 
between their schools and neighborhoods.”  
  
The State Board will deliver a letter to the WEIC by the end of January, detailing their 
concerns and suggestions.  
 



“We see this as a positive step and hope the WEIC will continue to build upon the great 
work they have done thus far,” said Dr. Quinn Gray.  “We look forward to reviewing a 
revised plan and will continue to work with the Commission to ensure that every child in 
Delaware has access to the highest quality education possible.”    
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